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OCEAN HOUSE, VICTORIA
It’s great when an architect gets to design his own
house; it often means experimentation, derring-do and risks.
If you need evidence, look no further than Rob Mills’s stunning
Ocean House on the outskirts of Lorne on Victoria’s Great Ocean
Road. On a steep site surrounded by native bushland, the three-
tier, six-bedroom house is a paean to understatedness, featuring
raw concrete, stucco walls and polished timber, with ultra-cool
furnishings by designers such as Patricia Urquiola and Eero
Saarinen. But don’t let all that stylishness put you off: father-of-
two Mills has designed the house to be family friendly, with three
separate living areas and acoustically sealed middle and lower
floors. So while you drink in the views of Loutit Bay in the open-air
bath on the rooftop deck, the kids can create havoc playing
pretend sailors with the oversized porthole windows.

Sleeps 20; www.oceanhouse.com.au.
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